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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 18 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 26 May 2009, with respect to claim 46 have been 
fully considered and are persuasive. The previous rejection (in non-final Office Action 
dated 23 December 2008) of claim 46 has been withdrawn. 

3. Applicant argues that "a memory with a writing prohibition setting is not 
equivalent to a memory that limits a number of overwrites". Examiner disagrees. If a 
memory prohibits writing, then the memory limits the number of overwrites to zero. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 18, 45 and 57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US Pub. No. 2007/0109427 A1 filed by Satoh et al., hereinafter 
Satoh. 



Regarding claim 18, Satoh discloses a digital camera comprising: 
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an insertion port into which a storage medium is inserted ([0271], Figure 36, 
"Card l/F 111", ); 

an imaging device ([0269] and Figure 36); 

a controller that stores an image taken by the imaging device in the storage 
medium inserted into the insertion port ([0269] and Figure 36, "controller 110"; [0269]: 
"controller 110" controls the individual control elements of the "DSC 120"); 

a medium detector that detects if the storage medium inserted into the insertion 
port is a storage medium limiting a number of overwrite ([0371]: "This process is the 
same check as in the process in the step S372 shown in FIG. 83 and serves as a write 
protection check process"); 

a delete instruction device that deletes an image stored in the storage medium 
([0269], [0365] and Figure 36, "system controller 110" and "operation switches 114a- 
11 4f);; 

and a pre-announcement information display device ([0272] and Figure 36, 
"display 113") that displays pre-announcement information on an image deletion to be 
performed by the delete instruction device when the medium detector detects that the 
storage medium limiting a number of overwrite is inserted into insertion port, wherein 
the pre-announcement information display device displays a notice notifying that 
deletion of an image by the delete instruction device cannot get an increase in storage 
capacity of the storage medium ([0371]: "If it is impossible to erase, an error display 
(see FIG. 84) is made on the display 1 1 3 or monitor (step S408)". This "error display" 
inherently gives notification that deletion of the image data cannot get an increase in 
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memory capacity, because deletion is not possible. This claim does not require deletion 
to be possible or to be performed.) . 

Regarding claim 45, Satoh discloses an image storage apparatus comprising: 

a connecting device that connects to a storage medium recording image data 
([0271], Figure 36, "Card l/F 111", ); 

a delete instruction device that instructs so as to delete image data recorded in 
the storage medium connected to the connecting device ([0269], [0365] and Figure 36, 
"system controller 110" and "operation switches 1 14a-114f ); 

a medium detector that detects if the storage medium connected to the 
connecting device is a storage medium limiting a number of overwrite ([0371]: "This 
process is the same check as in the process in the step S372 shown in FIG. 83 and 
serves as a write protection check process"); and 

a notification device that notifies that deletion of the image data cannot get an 
increase in memory capacity when the medium detector detects that the storage 
medium limiting a number of overwrite is connected to the connecting device ([0371]: "If 
it is impossible to erase, an error display (see FIG. 84) is made on the display 1 1 3 or 
monitor (step S408)". This "error display" inherently gives notification that deletion of the 
image data cannot get an increase in memory capacity, because deletion is not 
possible. This claim does not require deletion to be possible or to be performed.) 

Regarding claim 57, refer to the rejection of claim 18 above. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 11, 14, 15, 30, 46, 48, 49, 54-56 and 58-61 are allowed. 

7. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 54, Examiner could not find prior art disclosing the 
claim limitation: "when the medium detector detects that the storage medium limiting a 
number of overwrite is inserted into the insertion portion, the display change processing 
device changes a display of the display device so as not to display the delete disable 
release instruction". 

Regarding claims 15 and 55, Examiner could not find prior art disclosing the 
claim limitation: "when the medium detector detects that the storage medium limiting a 
number of overwrite is inserted into the insertion port and also deletion of the image is 
instructed by the delete instruction device, the delete method change processing device 
creates new data management information showing a state in which image data 
corresponding to image data for which deletion of the storage medium limiting a number 
of overwrite is instructed and management information which does not allow writing in 
an area that has been once recorded, and records the data management information 
and the management information in the storage medium limiting a number of overwrite, 
and invalidates data management information that existed prior to the deletion 
instruction". 

Regarding claims 30 and 58, Examiner could not find prior art disclosing the 
claim limitation: "when the capacity detector detects that the storage medium limiting a 
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number of overwrite has memory residual capacity not enough to record new data 
management information in the storage medium limiting a number of overwrite, the 
delete instruction device instructs so as to nullify the image data area" 

Regarding claims 46 and 59, Examiner could not find prior art disclosing the 
claim limitation: "when the medium detector detects that the storage medium limiting a 
number of overwrite is connected to the connecting device, the delete control device 
halts automatic deletion of the image data after storage thereof. 

Regarding claims 49 and 61 , Examiner could not find prior art disclosing the 
claim limitation: "a step of halting automatic deletion of the data file after storage thereof 
when it is detected that the storage medium limiting a number of overwrite is connected 
to the connecting device". 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RICHARD M. BEMBEN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7634. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

RMB 

/Sinh Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



